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President's Message  
   

 
       leadership, opportunities,  

      and various cooperative  

      activities;and;  

   I.  To sustain interest in the  

       welfare of Spelman College  

 

     The implementation of this  

 online newsletter will directly  

 fulfill eight of the nine  

 purposed objectives  

 established by our long -held  

 official documents and the  

 ninth purpose indirectly as we  

 communicate w ith you more  

 efficiently and  more  

 effectively.  In line with the  

 constitutional purposes of  

 NAASC, we have established  

 several objectives to  

 communicate with you more  

 efficiently  In line with the  

 constitutional purposes of  

 NAASC,we have establis hed  

 several objectives by which  

 we will operate in the next two  

years of  my leadership.  These 

objectives as provided to the 

NAASC leadership are as follows:  

 Obtain voting rights on 

the Spelman Board of 

Trustees 

 Improve College 

relations and 

partnershi ps 

 Increase membership  

 Document and improve 

processes  

 Increase affinity 

relationships  

 Increase passive 

income funding  

 Build increased and 

sustainable individual 

and collective giving to 

the College  

 Develop empowered 

and improved Chapters  

 Build the Sisterho od and 

foster unity among the 

sisters through   

 increased 

commiunication and 

networking  

 Partner with other HBCU 

Associations and Allied 

Groups  

We can only achieve these 

goals and objectives if you, 

the alumnae of Spelman 

College, are willing to 

change the w orld in which 

we exist.  In keeping with 

that desire for change, our 

theme for the next two years 

is, "Women who change the 

world through service ."  We 

take a page out of the new 

branding moniker from 

Spelman College and align 

it with the history of the 

NAASC and centuries of 

Spelman alumnae.  

 

 

 

"Become involved.  You are 

likely to be a persistent 

giver if you maintain an 

active relationship with the 

organizations you support ." 

Michelle Singletary  

Dear Spelman sisters,  

We are excited to bring 

you this first of many online 

newsletters of this 

administration of the 

National Alumnae 

Association of Spelman 

College.  As your president, 

my desire in the use of this 

tool is to  facilitate a means 

to fulfill the constitutional 

purposes of NAASC and to 

inform you of what they 

are.  We have printed 

these purposes here for 

your purview:  

A.  To unite and promote 

fellowship among Spelman 

women;  

B.  To encourage individual 

financial s upport to the 

college through annual 

giving;  

C.  To stimulate interest 

among young women to 

attend Spelman;  

D.  To inform the 

membership of current 

developments within the  

organization and the 

college;  

E.   To honor Spelman 

women who have given 

outstanding  service in any 

particular field;"  

F.  To improve 

communications between 

chapters and persons in 

areas where no alumnae 

chapter exists;  

G. To encourage and 

promote new chapters in 

all states;  

H.  To promote the 

continuing growth and 

development of alumnae 

through mutual self -help,  

leadership opportunities, 

and various cooperative 

activities;  
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                                           President's Message  (Continued)  

 

 
The first objective is key to all of the others.  

From the model of opinion leadership 

interwoven with the Theory of Diffusion of  

Innovation and the exciting political 

campaign of President -Elect Barack Obama, 

I say, "Yes, we can!"  The many small parts 

that each of us contributes can bring about 

the "Change that  

we need."  We are now 14,000 alumnae 

strong so I solicit your partici pation in 

collecting the 14,000  $1 Symbolic Gifts  from 

every alumna with whom you come into 

contact.  Please distribute the message of 

our National $1 Symbolic Gift 

Campaign/Petition and collect the dollars 

everywhere  you go.   Carry additional 

envelopes wi th you. Place the $1 bills that 

you collect into your envelopes. Send in your 

$1 checks made payable to Spelman 

College today.  Be sure to write the name 

and class year of each donor on your 

envelope so that all contributions will be 

credited in the $14,00 0 total.  It is up to us, the 

united sisterhood of Spelman women, to 

achieve 100% giving and make this year's gift 

of $14,000 a reality.  It all begins with your 

giving, then making additional requests for 

the initial $1 symbolic gift.  

 

 

 In agreement with  the 

opening quote by Michelle 

Singletary from her article, 

"Keep on Giving:  Times Are 

Even Tighter For Others," 

we ask you to become 

more involved. Maintain a 

more active relationship 

with the NAASC and 

Spelman College.  This will 

lead to your becoming a  

more consistent giver of 

time, talents and financial.  

Resources.  The College  

needs you.  The existence 

and growth of the NAASC 

depends on you.  The true 

strength of the Spelman 

Sisterhood is determined 

by our ability to work 

together to make life richer  

for not only Spelman, but 

the world that we are 

changing through our 

service.  

 

Again, thank you for 

allowing me to serve as 

your National President.  

Know that I am here as 

your servant leader to 

serve YOU! 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Deidra L. Fryer 

 

Deidra L. Fryer  

"The desire of NAASC is to nurture and 

strengthen a National Network & Voice with new str ategies  and 

opportunities to sustain the history, create revenue streams and to  
continuously build capacity  among alumnae in order to aid the local 

chapter/regional p rograms and to promote and sustain our Alma 

Mater, Spelman College.  

    òBecome 

involved.  You 

are likely to be 

a persistent 

giver if you 

maintain and 

active 

relationship 

with the 

organizations 

you support." 

Michel  

suppsupport.".  
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NAASC Legacy Corner  
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NAASC 

Legacy 

Co lumn  
 

 

 

Rachel, Gretchen and Elon       

established the Strickland -Cook Study 

Abroad Scholarship at Spelman.  

 

Founded by Alums, Study Abroad Scholarship 

is Legacy of a Georgia Grandmother  

 

Spelman College has long graduated 

generations of mothers and daughters bound 

in legacy by their Spelman degrees, and th e 

Cook women are among such proud women.  

Strickland Cook (Cõ68), Gretchen Cook-

Anderson (Cõ90) and Rachel Elon Cook (Cõ06) 

are a mother and two daughters who owe 

their Spelman family tradition to Rachelõs 

mother, the late Willie Mae Strickland, who 

born i n 1924 in Elberton, Georgia, in an era 

and place that posed limitations on African 

American woman could do and where she 

could go.  

My mother aspired  to complete Spelmanõs nursing program but was not able to fulfill that dream after 

being accepted because of her fatherõs apprehensions,ó said Rachel. òSo I chose Spelman with her 

encouragement and her blessing, in part so that she could realize that drea m through me, and I could 

live my own dream of majoring in French.ó 

Rachelõs own two daughters, inspired as they grew by Rachelõs stories about Spelman and Morehouse 

(Rachelõs husband Freddie Cook is a 1968 Morehouse alumnus), chose to attend the college as well. 

Not only that, both chose to take advantage of study abroad while at Spelman, as yet another 

example of Willie Mae Stricklandõs legacy. 

òAs far back as my elementary school years in the 1950s, my mother insisted that my brother and I 

needed to lear n a foreign language because she sensed the world was getting smaller and people 

needed to know how to communicate with others from different parts of the world,ó said Rachel.  òShe 

also said that learning another language gave you a different perspective on life in general. The study 

of another language increased your language increased your knowledge about the English language 

too. Looking back, I had no idea how much wisdom and foresight my mother had back then to be a 

'colored' woman with a high school diploma from a tiny Georgia town. In those days, sheõd never left 

Georgia, but yet she knew there was a whole big world out there for her children to learn and 

understand, and opportunities for those who had foreign language skills.ó 
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NAASC Legacy Corner ( continued)  
 The $5,000 annual scholarship provides $2500 each to two 

recipients.  Recipients have so far studied in London, South Africa, 

Spain, and Argentina. 2007 -2008 Study-Abroad recipients Sakinah 

Davis (left -Argentina) and Juliet te Wilson (right) -South Africa with 

Study-Abroad Director Dr. Margery Ganz..  

 

CHAPTER 

HIGHLIGHTS 

   

 

 

 

Gretchen went on to become Spelmanõs first student to 

study abroad for a year in Japan in 1988 -89, and Elon 

traveled to Mexico and Brazil while a Spelman 

undergraduate. By 2005, the  three had, either together 

or on individual travel, spanned every continent except 

Australia and Antarctica, and wanted to give back to 

Spelman in a way that would encourage study abroad. 

They established the Strickland -Cook Study Abroad 

Scholarship at Sp elman in memory of the profound 

legacy embodied within them that Willie Mae 

Strickland left when she died in 1974 at just 50 years old: 

a love of languages, a passion for international travel, 

openness to cultural differences, and an endless 

curiosity abou t the world.  

 

Dorothy Gulley Greene, Class 
of ô54, Parliamentarian 

 

First on our list is a shoe 

party Sunday, October 26, 

2008 on Detroit's Avenue of 

Fashion.  We look forward 

to the opportunity to 

represent Spelman in 

Inkster, MI at the Nove mber 

1st college fair hosted by 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and in 

Dearborn, MI at the 

November 23rd college fair 

sponsored by United Negro 

College Fund.   

Chapter officers are:  

Marsha Hightower 

Dickerson, C'70, President; 

Tiffany Jackson, C'99 1st 

Vice Presid ent; LaToi Ware, 

C'2004, 2nd Vice President; 

Sonji Lynn Revis, C'88, 

Recording Secretary; 

Heather McCowan, C''99, 

Assistant Recording 

Secretary; Aishaa Miller, 

C'99, Corresponding 

Secretary; Allyn Verbal, 

C'92, Financial Secretary; 

Sylvia  Glenn Simmons, Class 
of ô74,Treasurer; Dorothy Cole 
King, Class of ô52, Chaplain; 

DETROIT 

CHAPTER 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The Detroit Chapter kicked 

off the fiscal year with 

community service.  

Coordinated by 2nd V ice 

President, LaToi Ware, 

Detroit area alumnae and 

friends raised $600.00 for 

the United Negro College 

Fund and participated in its 

annual Walk for Education 

on Belle Isle Park in July, 

2008.   

 

Our first Chapter meeting 

of the year was held at the 

home o f Frances Odom 

Young, C'60.  We were 

thrilled to be joined by 

three first time attendees:  

Jacinta Mba, C'2008, Apryl 

Brown, C'84, and Ingrid 

Rogers, C'99.  As we 

continue to focus on 

recruiting, fundraising, and 

scholarships for Spelman 

students, the Chap ter plans 

to strengthen the sisterhood 

with a few purely fun 

activities.  
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 Northern New Jersey Chapter Highlights  
  

 
  

Amazing Atlanta Chapter Highlights  
     Hello fellow alumnae,  

 

     I bring you gr eetings  

     from Atlanta!  The 2008  

-   2009 year has gotten  

off to a rocketing start.  

 In August, the chapter  

 welcomed 35  

 members of the class  

 of 2012 through the  

 gates of Spelman  

 during our annual  

  FreshwomanWelcome.  

  Students had the  

  chance to  "visit  

   Spelman through the 

decades," as alumnae from 

various decades shared 

their experiences of being a 

student.  Parents were 

invited to a question and 

answer session, during which 

we discussed their 

aspirations for their 

daughters over the next four 

years.  Our first meeting was 

a town hall meeting, held in 

conjunction with the 

College as they allowed 

alumnae to share in some of the 

strategic planning that has been 

underway.  

The Atlanta Chapter held its first 

fundraiser on October 18, 2008 at 

the  Georgia international 

Convention Center.  This year's 

theme, "Renaissance:  A 

Reflection of Sisterhood was a 

nod to the return of the ever -

popular fashion show that had 

been a part of the Atlanta 

chapter's brunch for some years.  

The show was sponsored by  

Belk's Department store at"  

The upcoming, history-making 
election presented a great 
opportunity for NNJC to make 
a difference in their 
community by holding their 
first-ever Get Out The Vote 
voter registration drive.   The 
drive was held during 
an annual outdoor arts festival 
in West Orange, New Jersey 
during a crisp, sunny October 
day. Several alumnae gave up 
their Saturday afternoon to 
help the effort which resulted 
in registering 15 new voters, 
completing a handful more of 
absentee ballots and fielding 
an endless flow of general 
questions about voting 
deadlines and polling places 
among other queries.  It was 
a fun-filled day of 
camaraderie and community -
- a combination tailor made 
for Spelman women.    

 
Next up on NNJC's 
calendar is  the annual 
"Spelbound" Information 
Session on Nov. 15 which 
draws interested students 
from across the state; our 
December Holiday Gift Drive 
to benefit foster children; and 
in March we will host t he 19th 
annual Spelman College Jazz 
Ensemble Benefit Concert at 
the Nicholas Music Center at 
Rutgers University.  All 
proceeds go towards our 
endowed scholarship fund at 
Spelman. 

Greetings from New Jersey 

The Northern New Jersey Chapter (NNJC) 
has been busy during the last few months 
and there's more ahead.   
   
In August, NNJC hosted an excited and 
enthusiastic group of future Spelmanites at 
its annual Pre-Freshman Tea in August. 
Members of NNJC helped prepare 10 local 
members of the Spelman class of 2012 for 
the wonderful journey  they were about to 
embark on and shared valuable "survival" 
tips with their parents to help ease the 
transition from their NJ homes to Spelman's 
campus    The Tea was held at the Castle 
Spa in Plainfied NJ where the families were 
able to get their questions answered about 
everything from Freshman week dress code  

to setting up bank accounts to 
campus life and roommates to 
that school next door, 
Morehouse. 

The girls left the Tea eager to 
begin their lives as 
Spelmanites and NNJC will 
continue to be a home-based 
resource for them. 
   
 

 

 

 

Phipps Plaza.  Additionally,  a silent 

auction featuring items such as an 

autographed basketball from the 

Atlanta Dream, a family membership 

to the High Museum of Art, stays at 

one of four luxury Atlanta hotels, and 

many more, was also a part of this 

year's brunch.  

This year, the chap ter honored Mary 

Glenn Forbes, C'73, as the 

Distinguished Alumna, and Sheila 

Louder, C'73, as the Outstanding 

Community Service recipient.   
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             Amazing Atlanta Chapter  (Continued)  

                                                     Columbia, SC Reception Highlights  
          

 

In  Columbia, SC president Mary Lynn Diggs with Spelman students. 

 

 

         St. Louis Chapter  
The          St. Louis Chapter, NAASC hosted a Spelman and Morehouse Back -to -School Reception on Saturday, August 9, 2008.  This event was held at the  

 h             hom e of Spelman alumna Deborah Ross, C'78.  Approximately 50 students, parents, a lumnae and friends attended the event.  

                       
(Le                Left-right:  Christie Spence, C2005; Jay Rhodes, Morehouse alumnus,         New and returning Spelman Students at August reception . 

                      Tony Ross, C'77; Deborah Ross, C -78, event hostess.  

 

    T he St. Louis Chapter NAASC will join the Spelman College Office of Admissions for a Recruitment Informational Session on Sunday, Oct ober 19, 2008 at the  

 H      Hilton  Hotel in downtown St. Louis.  Representatives fr om the St. Louis Chapter will be present to meet with prospective students and their parents.   

         The chapter contacted counselors from the St. Louis Public School System to ask them to encourage students in their college p reparatory programs to  

         attend the recruitment event.  The chapter also invited interested parents and students from the local Jack and Jill organiza tion to participate.  

Schedule of Events : Sunday, October 19, 2008                       Saturday, Nov. 8, 2008 -                         Saturday, December 27, 2008  

Informational and Recruitment Session                                                      General Body Meeting                           Alumnae and Student Holiday Luncheon  

            Hilton Downtown, St. Louis                                                                            University City Public  Library                   Location:  TBA  

 

 

òTo catch the readerõs 

attention, place an 

interesting sentence  

 or quote from the  

 story here.ó 

 

In addition to thes e alumnae, 

the chapter honored its current 

scholarship recipients, Keisha 

Cooper, C'09, and Sharita 

Gilmore, C'11, for their 

continued achievements.  

 

Part of the 2008 -2010 platform 

includes an increase in service 

activities.  In the next few 

months, the At lanta chapter 

will participate in several 

community service activities.  

These activities will be holiday 

decoration at the Herndon 

Home, food preparation with 

the annual Hosea Feed the 

Hungry, and holiday visiting 

with residents of Somerset 

Assisted Living facility.  All 

alumnae are invited to attend 

our service projects and 

meetings, which are held the 

first Wednesday of the month 

on campus.  



 

7          Columbia, MD Chapter  
              The Columbia, MD Chapter under the leadership of President Alison McGriff, C'94 is literally "Off to a running start is literally "Off to a running  

              start."  The Chapter hosted ingoing freshmen, returning students, and alumnae at an August reception.  The reception was held  at the  

              home of Lynda Scott Wr ight, C'79.  Next, the chapter held its first annual "Hearts 'n' Soles for Spelman Scholars 5KWalk/Run" on  

             Saturday, October 4 at Lake Elkhorn in Columbia, MD.  This was the first of two scholarship fundraisers for FY 2008 -2009.     

 

                                        
 

                                     The winner of the race was Michon Pinnix, C'1999.  Michon had recently returned to Maryland  

                                     after having received her MBA degree from Harvard Univer sity in May, 2008.  

                                               
(Left to right) "Hearts 'n' Soles 5K Walk/Run winner Michon Pinnix C'99, Edwina Palmer Hunter, C'64, Anika Z. Hunter, C'94,  

"Hearts 'n' Soles 5K Walk/Run chair Gretchen Cook -Anderson.  

 

The Chapter members look forward to the Christmas Holiday Covered Dish Reception for present Spelman students, prospective studen ts 

and  alumnae on Sunday, December 14 at the home of chapter treasurer Cynthia Blasingame Baker C'93.  

The second fundraiser of the  fiscal year will be the presentation of the Spelman College Jazz Ensemble on Friday, March 13, 2009 at Christ  

Episcopal Church, 6800 Oakland Mills Road, Columbia, MD.  The concert will begin at 8 p.m. and will be preceded by a receptio n at 7 p.m.  
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ALUMNAE IN THE NEWS 
               Daphne L. Smith , C'80, 

      presented the Fourth  

      annual Etta Z. Falconer  

     Mathematics Lecture at the  

     Albro Falconer Manley Center  

     on the Spelman College  

     campus (April 22, 2008). Her  

     lecture t itle was "Challenges  

     and Opportunities in  

     Mathematics:  Reflections  

     from a Spelman Graduate."  

Lynette Sledge Watson,  C'88, received the 

Economic Development Finance 

Professional Certification from the National 

Development Council in July of  2008.  

Lynette is a Business Development Specialist 

at the University of Missouri Extension -Small 

Business Development Center in St. Charles 

county, Missouri.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Husband Bruce Fryer, Son, Terrence, and daughter, Taylor Fryer, join aunts a nd uncles in celebrating Deidra L. Fryer's installation as  

President of the National Alumnae Association of Spelman College.  
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Nathalie D. Means,  C'2003,, 

has been appointed 

principal of Carver 

Elementary School in St. 

Louis for the 2008 -2009 

school year.  At the age of 

27, Nathalie is the youngest 

principal serving in the St. 

Louis Public School S ystem.  

Nathalie earned a M. A. in 

Education from the 

University of Missouri -St. 

Louis in 2005 and Ed. S from 

the University of Missouri -

Columbia in 2006.  

 


